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Ocean literacy has been shaped by geography and culture for 
thousands of years in what is now called Canada, beginning 
with the origin stories of Indigenous Peoples and relationships 
to place. Canada’s engagement, commitments, and leadership 
related to global ocean sustainability have been shaped by 
landmark institutions, pivotal co-management agreements, 
foundational research and reports, as well as national and 
international targets and pledges. 

The timeline illustrated here, although far from complete, 
helps to situate ocean literacy in Canada with a specific focus 
on the last three decades; it helps to showcase Canada’s 
evolving leadership role and to highlight the rapidly growing 
international momentum and relevance of ocean literacy 
(abbreviated to OL in timeline).

CANADIAN OCEAN 
LITERACY TIMELINE

NATIONAL EVENTS

1ST WORLD OCEANS DAY, JUNE 8

CANADA’S OCEANS ACT IS PUBLISHED

OCEAN LITERACY: THE ESSENTIAL PRINCIPLES OF 
OCEAN SCIENCES IS PUBLISHED IN THE U.S.

THE CANADIAN NETWORK FOR OCEAN EDUCATION 
(CaNOE) IS ESTABLISHED 

CANADA’S OCEANS PROTECTION PLAN IS LAUNCHED

THE OCEANS RESEARCH IN CANADA ALLIANCE (ORCA) 
IS LAUNCHED1ST UNITED NATIONS OCEAN CONFERENCE (NEW YORK)

COMMITMENT TO OL IN SDG #14: LIFE BELOW WATER 

OCEAN LITERACY FOR ALL: A TOOLKIT 
IS PUBLISHED BY IOC-UNESCO

CANADA HOSTS THE UN OCEAN DECADE NORTH 
ATLANTIC WORKSHOP IN HALIFAX, N.S.

COLC PUBLISHES THE UNDERSTANDING OCEAN 
LITERACY IN CANADA RESEARCH REPORTS  

CANADA COMMITS TO BUILDING A
BLUE ECONOMY STRATEGY 

1ST VIRTUAL OL SUMMIT

LAUNCH OF THE EU4OCEAN COALITION 

OL BECOMES ONE OF THE 7 SOCIETAL OUTCOMES FOR 
THE UN OCEAN DECADE

CANADA JOINS THE GLOBAL OCEAN ALLIANCE, ADVOCATING 
FOR PROTECTION OF 30% OF THE GLOBAL OCEAN BY 2030

CANADA COMMITS TO MEETING THE AICHI TARGETS, 
INCLUDING 10% MARINE AND COASTAL AREA 
CONSERVATION

2010

1996

2014

LAUNCH OF THE CANADIAN 
OCEAN LITERACY STRATEGY AND 
IMPLEMENTATION PLAN

LAUNCH OF THE UN DECADE 
OF OCEAN SCIENCE FOR 

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

1992

CANADA SIGNS THE GALWAY STATEMENT ON ATLANTIC 
OCEAN COOPERATION; ATLANTIC OCEAN RESEARCH 

ALLIANCE OL WORKING GROUP IS LAUNCHED 

2013

2005

2016

INTERNATIONAL EVENTS

2021

2020

2017

2018
LAUNCH OF THE ALL-ATLANTIC OCEAN RESEARCH COMMUNITY

CANADA’S CONSERVATION VISION AND INDIGENOUS 
CIRCLE OF EXPERTS REPORTS ARE PUBLISHED

COLC OFFICIALLY LAUNCHES DURING THE G7 
MINISTERIAL MEETINGS IN HALIFAX, N.S.

CREATION OF TALLURUTIUP IMANGA, INUIT-CROWN 
CO-MANAGED MARINE PROTECTED AREA, ACHIEVING 
10% AICHI CONSERVATION TARGET

2019

CANADA ADOPTS THE COMMONWEALTH BLUE CHARTER

CANADA CO-HOSTS THE SUSTAINABLE 
BLUE ECONOMY CONFERENCE

SEVERAL INSTITUTIONS WERE NOTED BY COLC’S STUDY 
PARTICIPANTS AS “EARLY TRAILBLAZERS” OF OCEAN 
(SCIENCE) LITERACY WORK, INCLUDING, FOR EXAMPLE: 
Vancouver Aquarium (1956); Fisheries and Marine 
Institute of Memorial University of Newfoundland 
(1964); Huntsman Marine Laboratory (1969); Western 
Canadian Universities Marine Sciences Society (1970); 
Bamfield Marine Science Centre (1972); International 
Ocean Institute - Canada (1972); and International Centre 
for Ocean Development (1985).

2005

2002

CANADA’S OCEANS ACTION PLAN IS LAUNCHED

CANADA’S OCEANS STRATEGY IS PUBLISHED

1993 QATUWAS: RESURGENCE OF THE TRIBAL CANOE 
JOURNEYS ON THE PACIFIC COAST

THE GWAII HAANAS AGREEMENT, A GROUND-BREAKING 
COOPERATIVE MANAGEMENT PLAN, IS SIGNED BY THE 
HAIDA NATION AND THE GOVERNMENT OF CANADA

1ST EVENT OF THE GREAT CANADIAN SHORELINE CLEANUP

LAUNCH OF THE MULTI-YEAR, MULTI-COUNTRY 
SEACHANGE PROJECT IN THE EUROPEAN UNION

2015

*ALL FEATURED EVENTS AND INSTITUTIONS ARE HYPERLINKED 

https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/o-2.4/
https://www.coexploration.org/oceanliteracy/documents/OceanLitChart.pdf
https://www.coexploration.org/oceanliteracy/documents/OceanLitChart.pdf
http://oceanliteracy.ca
https://tc.canada.ca/en/campaigns/protecting-our-coasts-oceans-protection-plan
http://science.gc.ca/eic/site/063.nsf/eng/h_97482.html
https://www.un.org/en/conf/ocean/about.shtml
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/oceans/
https://ioc.unesco.org/index.php/publications/ocean-literacy-all-toolkit
https://oceanfrontierinstitute.com/un-decade-2020
https://oceanfrontierinstitute.com/un-decade-2020
https://colcoalition.ca/our-research/
https://colcoalition.ca/our-research/
https://dfo-mpo.gc.ca/campaign-campagne/bes-seb/index-eng.html
https://dfo-mpo.gc.ca/campaign-campagne/bes-seb/index-eng.html
https://www.oceandecade.org/news/69/First-Global-Virtual-Summit-celebrates-World-Oceans-Day-and-upcoming-UN-Decade-of-Ocean-Science-for-Sustainable-Development
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/maritimeforum/en/node/4484
https://www.canada.ca/en/fisheries-oceans/news/2020/07/canada-joins-global-ocean-alliance-advocates-for-protecting-30-per-cent-of-the-worlds-ocean-by-2030.html
https://www.cbd.int/sp/targets/
https://www.oceandecade.org
https://www.oceandecade.org
https://www.oceandecade.org
https://ec.europa.eu/research/iscp/pdf/galway_statement_atlantic_ocean_cooperation.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/research/iscp/pdf/galway_statement_atlantic_ocean_cooperation.pdf
https://allatlanticocean.org/aanchor_csa
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/57e007452e69cf9a7af0a033/t/5b23dce1562fa7bac7ea095a/1529076973600/NAP_REPORT_EN_June+5_ACC.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/57e007452e69cf9a7af0a033/t/5ab94aca6d2a7338ecb1d05e/1522092766605/PA234-ICE_Report_2018_Mar_22_web.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/57e007452e69cf9a7af0a033/t/5ab94aca6d2a7338ecb1d05e/1522092766605/PA234-ICE_Report_2018_Mar_22_web.pdf
https://colcoalition.ca/about/our-story/
https://www.pc.gc.ca/en/amnc-nmca/cnamnc-cnnmca/tallurutiup-imanga
https://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/campaign-campagne/bec-ceb/index-eng.html
https://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/campaign-campagne/bec-ceb/index-eng.html
https://www.vanaqua.org/
https://www.mi.mun.ca/
https://www.mi.mun.ca/
http://www.huntsmanmarine.ca
http://www.vancouverfoundation.ca/give/donate/agency/western-canadian-universities-marine-sciences-society
http://www.vancouverfoundation.ca/give/donate/agency/western-canadian-universities-marine-sciences-society
http://www.bamfieldmsc.com
http://internationaloceaninstitute.dal.ca/
http://internationaloceaninstitute.dal.ca/
https://findingaids.library.dal.ca/international-centre-for-ocean-development
https://findingaids.library.dal.ca/international-centre-for-ocean-development
https://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/oceans/publications/oap-pao/index-eng.html
https://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/oceans/publications/cos-soc/index-eng.html
https://www.nfb.ca/film/qatuwas-people-gathering-together/
https://www.haidanation.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/GwaiiHaanasAgreement.pdf
https://shorelinecleanup.ca
https://www.seachangeproject.eu/

